Koenings' Reeded Edge Half Newsletter #37 


May 15, 2022 
Dear Reeded Edge Half Collector: 


Most of you indicated an interest in Reeded Edge Halves when you purchased my book “REEDED 
EDGE HALF DOLLARS 1836 TO 1839, R-4 to R-8 DIE VARIETIES”. Others were added to my list 
of interested collectors after I announced my “38 Most Common Die Marriages” would be emailed once 
a month, starting in August 2019 at the ANA Coin Show in Chicago. I am now encouraging Liberty 
Seated Coin Club Members to join in the hunt. 


My intention is to educate collectors further in the study of Reeded Edge Halves. I will continue to 
report such topics as follows: 


1. The 38 Most Common Die Marriages (started August 2019 and emailed monthly). 
2. The results of recent auction sales of R-4 and rarer die marriages. 
3. Have photos of interesting die stages. 


4. Planning a 3" Reeded Edge Half Census by November 2024. 


Interesting Article in Numismatic News 


Thanks to Leonard Augsburger, President of LSCC for informing me about the April 26, 2022 issue of 
Numismatic News where R. W. Julian wrote a 4 page article on “The Half Dollars of 1836- 
1839”. Besides bringing up interesting information on the minting process, it also explains how 
Christian Gobrecht became involved in designing Reeded Edge Halves from 1836 to 1839. 


Perhaps the most interesting fact that Julian brings up is that Congress had established in 1792 that the 
fineness of silver was .8924 and in 1837 it was it was changed to .900. Julian says “For those who 
collect type coins, or half dollars in particular, it is important to note that the 1836 and 1837 
reeded-edge half dollars are distinctly different. The fineness and weight are not the same, 
meaning that a complete type or variety set needs to contain both pieces.” 


If you do get a chance, I strongly recommend that you pick up a copy the April 26, 2022 issue of 
Numismatic News. Maybe your local coin shop may have some extras. 


Hidden Treasures 


Last month, I mentioned that I knew of at least 8 different die marriages that had rotated reverses. 
Although I haven’t totally researched the remaining 48 die marriages, below is a list of the 8 that I know 
so far: 


1837 GR-5 1837 GR-23 
1837 GR-6 1838 GR-13 
1837 GR-7 1839 GR-8 
1837 GR-17 1839-O GR-4 


Only the 1839-O GR-4 die marriage is rated R-4 (76 to 200 known), the remaining 7 die marriages are 
all common or rated R-1 to R-3. 


1837 GR-S is only rated R-1 (over 1,000 known), however it is important since it’s obverse is used on 3 
other die marriages and it comes rotated with and without die breaks. If you can find an 1837 GR-5 
without die breaks and without rotation, you may have one of the secret Hidden Treasures. 


1837 GR-7 is important since besides having a rotated reverse, it is known as the “Inverted G in 
AMERICA die variety”. It was one of the few illustrations in Jules Reiver’s “Variety Identification 
Manual for United States Reeded Edge Half Dollars 1836-1839” that was printed in 1988. I believe it is 
now listed in the latest edition of the MEGA Red Book. Another affordable Hidden Treasure. 


Although 1839-O GR-4 is rated R-4 and 1839-O GR-S5 is rated R-4+ (76 to 120 known), most collectors 
are unaware of the fact that 1839-O GR-4 comes with a rotated reverse (Medallic) and without a 
rotated reverse (Normal). Since 2010, I have been keeping records of 1839-O GR-4 and currently have 
approximately 56 records of sales. To me, that means that 1839-O GR-4 is still rated R-5 (32 to 75 
known). Here is the kicker, approximately only half of the 56 records have a rotated reverse. I know of 
only 4 collectors that have both 1839-O GR-4 Medallic and Normal, an extreme Hidden Treasure. 


In Dick Graham’s book “A Registry of Die Varieties of Reeded Edge Half Dollars 1836-1839”, he notes 
that 1839 GR-8 comes rotated as much as 90 degrees. This may be another Hidden Treasure. My 
Newsletter #42, scheduled for October 15, 2022 will cover the 1839 GR-8 die marriage. If you have an 


1839 GR-8 die marriage with a rotated reverse, PLEASE, PLEASE report it to 


me at bustcoinl@verizon.net prior to October 1, 2022, so I 
may have the latest up-to-date information in Newsletter #42. 


The 1839 GR-8 die marriage with rotated reverse may be even rarer than having both 1839-O GR-4 with 
Medallic and Normal reverses. A huge Hidden Treasure. 


38 Most Common Die Marriages (continued) 


1838 GR-15 


This die marriage is rated R-3 (201 to 500 known) and Graham’s Census in 2012 shows 64, 63, 63, 62, 
62, 61, 58 and 58. In my November 2021 Census, I had 64, 62, 62, 58, 55, 53, 53, 45, 40 and 35, 30 and 
25 reported by members of JRCS, Bust Half Nut, LSCC and others. 


Prior to Dick Graham’s book in 2012, this die marriage was listed as 1838 JR-8, JR-9 and JR-11 by 
Jules Reiver in his “Variety Identification Manual for United States Reeded Edge Half Dollars 1836- 
1839” printed in 1988. Graham later discovered that 1838 JR-9 was really 1838 JR-8b, a later version of 
1838 JR-8 and that 1838 JR-11 was even a later version of 1838 JR-8, after it was lapped. Below is 
Reiver’s description of the 1838 JR-8 and JR-9: 


1838 JR-8 Obverse — 3 dots on breast 


Reverse — Same as JR-9. Raised area with lines in it under ED, another between lowest 
Leaves. Dots between F2 and D2, where D2 had been punched too far left. Line in 
shield in stripe 4, between lines | and 2. 


1838 JR-9 Obverse — 8 3 close, 2"! 8 high. Line from left base of 1 down to left to right edge of a 
Dentil. Strong dot behind ear. Rim break from *6 to the cap. 


Reverse — Same as JR-8. Raised area with lines in it under ED, another between lowest 
Leaves. Dots between F2 and D2, where D2 had been punched too far left. Line in 
Shield in stripe 4, between lines | and 2. 

For the record, Jules described 1838 JR-11 as follows: 

1838 JR-11 | Obverse — 18, 38 wide. Rim breaks *5 — center of cap. 
Obverse cracks — Rim — point of bust — up to level of *2, another from bust just right of 
Drapery up to level of *3. Crack from rim over front of cap — across cap below top — 


Rim left of *7 — back part of cp — curls and ribbon behind head — between *’s 11 and 12. 
Reverse cracks — Right wing — rim below A3. 
A lot of this information was determined from notes and updates that Graham had sent to me, shortly 


before and after he wrote his book in 2012. Hopefully, the photos illustrated on the following pages will 
make it easier to understand. 
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1838 GR-15 PCGS AUS53 Obverse — Early Die Stage (Courtesy of StacksBowers) 


The above illustration showing 3 dots (see circles) is actually a middle die stage since it also has a lump 
behind Ear just below curl that is not found on the Earlier Die Stages, according to Graham. Yet, Reiver 
describes the 3 dots as being on 1838 JR-8, the earliest according to Graham. I had a difficult time 
finding an example of the 3 dots as most other specimens either didn’t show them or were hidden by 
toning. Graham mentions that the second 8 in the date is higher and leans slightly to the left and is recut 
on the upper part of the lower loop on the left side. 





1838 GR-15 NGC VEF30 Reverse — Middle Die Stage 


I like the above illustration for several reasons. First it shows the misaligning of the dies with dentils 
missing between 12 and 2 o’clock, a big diagnostic. Second it shows the weakness of S in STATES and 
the weakness of DOL. that can be found on this die marriage. Third it shows the recutting left of D2 
upper and lower serifs (the recutting disappears after the dies are lapped). 
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1838 GR-15 PCGS MS62 Obverse — Later Die Stage (Courtesy of StacksBowers) 


The above illustration shows 3 important die cracks. The first begins from the rim above the front of the 
Cap and continues through the Cap and finishes above Star 7. The second begins from the rim above 
Star 7 and continues through the back of the Cap. The third starts at the rim and continues to the tip of 


the bust up to a level of Star 2. 
Since the dies have been lapped, the recutting between F and D has disappeared on the reverse. 
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1838 GR-15 PCGS MS62 - Very Late Die Stage 
(Courtesy of StacksBowers) 


The above photo is the latest I have seen. The crack above Star 7 now continues through the Cap to the 
curl below, from there it continues through the back of Liberty’s hair to the rim between Stars 12 and 
13. The crack from the tip of the Bust now continues to a level near Star 3 and has a branch that goes 
through Liberty’s throat and jaw and appears to join the arching crack in Liberty’s Cap. 
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Of the 38 Most Common die marriages, this concludes those for 1838. Next month, I will start the Most 
Common for the year 1839 with photos and information on the 1839 GR-4 die marriage. 1839 GR-4 is 
very important as the obverse of this die marriage was previously used with the 1839 GR-1, Small 
Letters Reverse (R-7) and 1839 GR-2 and GR-3 (both rated R-5+) reverses. 


JRCS 


I strongly recommend that all collectors join JRCS. JRCS publishes its J R Journal normally about 3 
times a year. There is so much you can learn from the many articles that are published, including New 
Discoveries, Census Information on early silver issues, mint processes, die stage information and more. 
Membership is just $25 per year. Anyone interested may contact W. David Perkins at 
wdperki@attglobal.net . 





LSCC 


I also strongly recommend that collectors interested in Liberty Seated Coins join LSCC. LSCC 
publishes it’s Gobrecht Journal 3 times a year by Bill Bugert. They also have their E-Gobrecht Monthly 
Newsletter that is published by Paul Kluth. Membership is just $30 per year. Anyone interested may 


contact Jeff Ball at jeffballphoto@gmail.com . 


